During the course of the questioning of the injured miner and the
inspector there was an obvious confusion concerning the meaning of the
terms, test fuse, spitter (fuse lighter) and ignitor cord.  I also
think there are errors in the transcript which add to the confusion.
There were, however, terminology problems unassocxated with the
transcript.  For example the narrative findings for a special assess-
ment refers to "lead spitters which had a burning rate of 4.5 seconds
per foot." The accident report (petitioner's exhibit 7) states
"Dupont fuse ignitors and caps were used and when tested burned at 45
seconds per foot." A fuse lighter (the type used at this mine), a
spitter, and a thermalite connector are all the same thing.  They are
metallic devices with a diameter sufficient for a safety fuse to be
inserted and very much resemble a blasting cap.  The length is about
1" to 1-1/2" and there is no burning rate in the normal sense of the
word lY involved.  A blasting cap does not have a burning rate, in the
practical sense of the word, since it explodes.  Whatever the accident
report and the special assessment writers were talking about it was
not spitters or blasting caps.  It must have been either safety fuse
or ignitor cords.  Sometimes the inspector, Mr. Deason, used the term
"spitter cord" when he meant ignitor cord.  I do not believe, however,
that the inspector said that ignitor cord was the same thing as a
spitter as indicated on page 117 of the transcript.  In his testimony
concerning overdrilling however, he did seem to confuse ignitor cord
and safety fuse.  At times he seemed to think that the Ignitor cord was
burning back down in the drill hole toward the detonator.  It is the
fuse (safety fuse) that burns back in the hole.

The company is charged with 2 violations in connection with this
accident.  One of the citations alleges a violation of 30 C.F.R. 57.6-90
which states:

"persons who use or handle explosives or detonators shall
be experienced men who understand the hazards involved.,.."

In connection with this standard it is charged that Mr. Tate did not
understand the hazards involved.  The other citation alleges a violation
of 30 C.F.R. 57.6-116 which states:

"fuse shall be ignited with hot wire lighters, lead
spitters, ignitor cord, or other devices designed
for that purpose.  Carbide lights shall not be used
to light fuses."

I/ Technically even explosions have a propagation rate but it is not

on the scale involved here.  None of the items involved in this case
have a burning rate of 4.5 seconds per foot and only the safety
fuse has a burning rate of 45 seconds per foot.   1982.'e Vincennes  District,  believed  that
